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Understanding the "Three Skeleton Key" Plot Chart

Three Skeleton Key plot chart serves as a visual and structural tool that maps out the narrative
progression of the famous short story "Three Skeleton Key" by Georges Rodenbach and later
popularized through the 1939 radio adaptation by Jacques Tourneur. This plot chart helps readers,
students, and educators grasp the key elements of the story, understand its rising and falling action,
and analyze its thematic depth. By examining the plot chart, one can better appreciate how the story
builds suspense, develops characters, and concludes with a memorable climax and resolution.

Overview of the Story: "Three Skeleton Key"
Brief Synopsis
"Three Skeleton Key" narrates the harrowing experience of three lighthouse keepers stranded on a
remote island, besieged by a horde of ferocious rats. The story emphasizes themes of isolation,
human resilience, and the struggle between man and nature. The narrative unfolds through the
recounting of the lighthouse keeper, highlighting moments of calm, chaos, and ultimately, survival.
Main Characters

- The Narrator (the main lighthouse keeper)

- Le Gleocher (the assistant lighthouse keeper)

- The Old Monger (the veteran lighthouse keeper)
Key Setting

- The lighthouse on the small, desolate island of Three Skeleton Key
- The surrounding treacherous ocean waters

Constructing the Plot Chart: Key Elements

Exposition
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The story begins with the three lighthouse keepers living their routine life on Three Skeleton Key.
The setting is established as remote, isolated, and peaceful, setting the stage for the unfolding
horror. The characters are introduced, and their personalities and relationships are hinted at,
creating a baseline for the story?s tension.

Inciting Incident

The tranquility is shattered when a ship warns the lighthouse of a large swarm of rats approaching
from the sea. This event signals the start of the escalating conflict, as the rats symbolize an
unstoppable force of nature that threatens human life.

Rising Action

- The rats begin to invade the lighthouse, gnawing through wires, food supplies, and even the
structure itself.

- The lighthouse keepers struggle to contain the infestation, attempting various means to fend off
the rats.

- The situation worsens, and the keepers realize that escape is impossible; they are trapped on
the island with the rats.

- Moments of despair and panic develop among the characters as they face the relentless
assault.

Climax
The climax occurs when the rats breach the lighthouse, attacking the men and threatening their
lives. The tension reaches its peak as the characters fight to survive against the overwhelming and
vicious rats, culminating in a desperate effort to destroy the rats? nest and escape with their lives.
Falling Action

- The lighthouse keepers manage to set fire to the rats? nest, causing chaos among the
creatures.

- They attempt to signal for rescue while dealing with their injuries and trauma.

- The rats are driven away or perish in the fire, but the toll on the men is immense.

Resolution

The story concludes with the survivors being rescued, bearing physical and psychological scars.
The narrator reflects on the ordeal, emphasizing themes of human resilience, the power of nature,
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and the enduring spirit of hope amidst horror.

Visualizing the Plot: The Classic Plot Chart
Typical Structure of a Plot Chart

A plot chart visually represents the progression of a story through a graph with axes typically labeled
as "Narrative Time" (x-axis) and "Intensity" or "Suspense” (y-axis). The chart traces the story's key
events, showing how tension and conflict build and resolve.

Applying the Plot Chart to "Three Skeleton Key"

Constructing the plot chart for "Three Skeleton Key" involves plotting the major story beats:

- Starting point: Calm and routine life at the lighthouse

- Gradual increase: Rumors of rats approaching

- Peak: The rat invasion and attack

- Decline: The escape attempt and destruction of the rats? nest
- Ending: Rescue and reflection

Sample Plot Chart Outline

- Exposition: Low tension, peaceful routine

- Inciting Incident: Warning about rats, tension begins to rise
- Rising Action: Rat infestation worsens, chaos ensues

- Climax: Rats breach the lighthouse, fierce battle

- Falling Action: Fire destroys rats, rescue efforts

- Resolution: Survivors reflect, story concludes

Analyzing the Significance of the Plot Chart

Understanding Narrative Structure

The plot chart provides a clear visualization of how "Three Skeleton Key" employs classic narrative
elements?setup, conflict, climax, and resolution. Recognizing these points helps readers appreciate

the story?s craftsmanship and pacing.

Enhancing Literary Analysis
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By mapping the story onto a plot chart, students and scholars can analyze how suspense and
tension are built and released. It also aids in understanding character development, thematic
emphasis, and the story?s emotional impact.

Educational Uses

- Teaching story structure and plot development
- Facilitating discussions on narrative techniques
- Developing critical thinking through visual storytelling analysis

Conclusion

The "three skeleton key" plot chart is an invaluable tool for dissecting the story?s narrative arc,
revealing how tension is crafted and resolved. Through understanding each element?exposition,
inciting incident, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution?readers gain deeper insight into
the story?s themes of human endurance and nature?s ferocity. Visualizing the plot not only
enhances comprehension but also demonstrates the timeless power of storytelling structures.
Whether used in classrooms or for personal analysis, the plot chart remains an essential method for
engaging with and appreciating classic stories like "Three Skeleton Key."

Three Skeleton Key Plot Chart: A Comprehensive Guide to the Classic Tale

When analyzing storytelling, understanding a story's plot structure is essential for appreciating its
themes, character development, and overall impact. One of the most intriguing narratives in
maritime horror fiction is "Three Skeleton Key," a suspenseful tale of survival and terror set on a
remote lighthouse. Creating a plot chart for this story helps readers and students alike grasp its
narrative progression, key turning points, and thematic elements. In this guide, we will explore the
"Three Skeleton Key" plot chart in detail, breaking down its structure into clear, digestible parts, and
offering insights into how this classic story unfolds.

What Is a Plot Chart and Why Is It Important?

A plot chart visually represents the sequence of events in a story. It helps readers understand the
narrative flow, identify the exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. For stories
like "Three Skeleton Key," which rely heavily on suspense and tension, a plot chart can highlight
how the story builds suspense and maintains reader engagement.

Overview of the "Three Skeleton Key" Plot Chart

The story follows three lighthouse keepers?Le Gleo, the narrator; the old man; and the new man?as
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they face an unexpected invasion of rats. The plot chart for this story can be segmented into five
main parts:

- Exposition

- Rising Action
- Climax

- Falling Action
- Resolution

Let's examine each phase in detail.
Exposition: Setting the Stage
Introduction to the Characters and Setting
- Characters:
- The narrator (Le Gleo)

- The old man
- The new man (a recent addition to the lighthouse crew)

- Setting:
- The remote island of "Three Skeleton Key", a lighthouse located off the coast of French Guiana
- Time period: The story is set in an unspecified but contemporary era, emphasizing the isolation

Establishing the Mood and Tone
The opening establishes an atmosphere of solitude, routine, and calm, which is crucial for
contrasting the impending chaos. The narrator describes the lighthouse's daily life, the sea's moods,
and the importance of their work.
Purpose of the Exposition

- To introduce the characters and their relationships

- To describe the lighthouse environment

- To establish the initial sense of safety and normalcy

Rising Action: The Storm and the Rats' Arrival
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The Calm Before the Storm

Initially, life on the island is routine. The lighthouse keepers perform their duties, and the sea is
tranquil.

The Inciting Incident
- A violent storm hits the island, damaging the lighthouse's light and causing a power outage.
- During the storm, a ship is wrecked on the reef nearby, and a horde of rats escapes the
wreckage.
The Invasion of Rats
- The rats, attracted by the wreckage and food supplies, begin to invade the lighthouse.
- Their numbers grow rapidly, and they threaten the lives of the keepers.
Escalation of Tension
- The rats infiltrate the living quarters, pantry, and equipment.
- The keepers realize they are trapped and under siege, with no immediate rescue.
Key Events in Rising Action
- The rats cause damage to the lighthouse's electrical system
- The keepers attempt to kill the rats using various methods (fire, traps)
- The rats continue their relentless assault, biting and infecting the keepers

The Growing Threat

This phase is crucial because it builds suspense and fear, showcasing the helplessness of the
characters against nature's overwhelming force.

Climax: The Fight for Survival
The Moment of Highest Tension

The climax occurs when the rats, now numbering in the hundreds of thousands, burst into the
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lighthouse's living quarters and threaten the lives of the keepers.
The Key Confrontation
- The old man is overwhelmed and bitten, succumbing to the rats' attack.
- Le Gleo and the new man fight desperately to survive, barricading themselves and trying to
escape.
The Decisive Action
- Realizing that fire might be their only chance, they set a fire to burn the rats out.
- They manage to escape the inferno, narrowly avoiding death.

The Climax Significance

This intense confrontation exemplifies the story's themes of human vulnerability and the primal
battle between man and nature.

Falling Action: Aftermath and Reflection

The Escape

- Le Gleo and the new man reach the top of the lighthouse, where they broadcast a distress

signal.

- A rescue ship arrives, finding them exhausted and traumatized.

The Rescue

- The lighthouse's crew is saved, but the old man has perished.

- The rats are eradicated from the island, but the trauma remains.

The Reflection

- Le Gleo reflects on their ordeal, emphasizing the power of nature and the fragility of human life.
- The story ends with a somber tone, highlighting the cost of survival.
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Resolution: Restoring Normalcy and Final Thoughts
Closure

- The story concludes with the rescued men returning to civilization.

- The lighthouse is repaired and reoccupied, but the memory of the rats remains vivid.
Moral or Message

The tale underscores themes of resilience, the unpredictability of nature, and the thin veneer of
safety in isolated environments.

Summary of the "Three Skeleton Key" Plot Chart

| Stage | Key Elements | Purpose/Effect |

| Exposition | Introduction of characters, setting, mood | Establish safety and normalcy |

| Rising Action | Storm, shipwreck, rat invasion, increasing danger | Build suspense, depict
escalating threat |

| Climax | Rat attack, fight for survival, fire to escape | Peak tension, characters face their greatest
peril |

| Falling Action | Rescue, aftermath, reflection | Resolution begins, characters recover, themes
reinforced |

| Resolution | Return to normal, lingering trauma | Final closure, moral reflection |

Visualizing the Plot with a Chart

Creating a visual plot chart can involve a simple graph with the x-axis representing the story's
timeline and the y-axis representing tension or intensity. Key points?such as the inciting incident,

climax, and resolution?are marked to illustrate how suspense peaks and subsides.

Final Thoughts on the "Three Skeleton Key" Plot Chart
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Understanding the "Three Skeleton Key" plot chart offers insights into how suspense is crafted
through structure. The story's progression from calm to chaos and back to a fragile normalcy
demonstrates mastery in pacing and tension-building. Whether used for educational purposes or
storytelling inspiration, analyzing this classic tale's plot structure reveals the power of narrative arcs
in creating compelling and memorable stories.

Additional Tips for Creating Your Own Plot Chart

- Identify the key events that advance the story

- Note emotional highs and lows to mark tension levels

- Use visual aids like graphs or diagrams for clarity

- Reflect on how each part contributes to the story's overall message

By mastering the three skeleton key plot chart, readers and writers can better appreciate storytelling
mechanics and craft their own engaging narratives inspired by tales of suspense and resilience.

QuestionAnswer What is the main plot of "Three Skeleton Key'? The story follows three
lighthouse keepers who are trapped on an island when a horde of rats invades, threatening their
lives and the lighthouse. How does the plot of 'Three Skeleton Key' develop tension? The tension
builds as the rats swarm the island and lighthouse, forcing the keepers to find ways to survive and
escape while facing increasing danger. What are the key moments in the plot chart of 'Three
Skeleton Key'? Key moments include the initial rat invasion, the characters' realization of the
danger, their efforts to defend the lighthouse, and their eventual rescue or escape. How is the
climax of 'Three Skeleton Key' represented in the plot chart? The climax occurs when the rats
overrun the lighthouse, and the keepers must fight for their survival as the situation reaches its most
intense point. What is the resolution in the plot chart of 'Three Skeleton Key'? The resolution shows
the outcome of the characters' struggle, whether they are rescued, escape, or face their fate,
bringing closure to the story. Why is a plot chart important for understanding "Three Skeleton Key'?
A plot chart helps visualize the story's structure, highlighting the sequence of events, rising tension,
climax, and resolution, making it easier to analyze and understand the narrative. How can creating a
plot chart enhance comprehension of 'Three Skeleton Key'? Creating a plot chart allows readers to
identify key plot points, understand character actions, and see how the story's tension and themes
develop over time.

Related keywords: skeleton key story summary, three skeleton key themes, plot diagram skeleton
key, story arc skeleton key, narrative structure skeleton key, story timeline skeleton key, plot points
skeleton key, story analysis skeleton key, story progression skeleton key, key events skeleton key



